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Dear Grant Community High School Staff and Families, 

As promised, this letter serves as a formal update on our 

planning efforts for the 2020/21 school year. We appreciate 

the patience you have provided as we determined how 

best to manage a multitude of procedures and protocols 

that, quite honestly, have been unfamiliar to those of us  

in education prior to March, 2020.  That those procedures 

and protocols have not been consistent among advising 

organizations and prone to change frequently, only made 

the challenge to plan that much more difficult.   

However, those details aside for a moment, I am most 

pleased to report that we are taking steps to increase the 

number of students on campus beginning October 19, 2020.  

As mentioned in my mid-September update, we have experienced success in 

welcoming back small groups of students in the Transitions, Learning  

Opportunities, Remote Learning Support and Driver Education Programs.  

We are incredibly excited to begin the process of bringing more students back 

to school for in-person learning.   

As we plan for a more robust transition to in-person learning, we have carefully 

developed a plan that adheres, to the greatest extent possible, to the safety protocols 

prescribed by the State of Illinois, Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE), Illinois 

Department of Public Health (IDPH), and Lake County Health Department (LCHD).  

This plan takes into consideration health metrics, personnel, resources needed to 

maximize student and staff safety under the established guidelines, including 

cleaning and sanitization, physical space, transportation, and much more.   

Health metrics we are utilizing include Return to School Metrics developed and 

provided in recent weeks by the Lake County Health Department and COVID-19 

School Metrics also developed and provided recently by the Illinois Department of 

Public Health.  We will use these metrics in combination with one another, update 

the data weekly, and provide them as a COVID-19 Metric Dashboard on the District 

website.  While the metrics are just one of the considerations for a return to in-person 

learning, the metrics, at this time, indicate conditions are favorable to proceed with 

hybrid/blended learning plans.   

Board of Education 

Steve Hill, President 

Paul LaRoche, Vice President 

Ruth Michniewicz, Secretary 

Ivy Fleming 

John Jared 

Kathy Kusiak 

Bob Yanik 

https://covid19response-lakecountyil.hub.arcgis.com/pages/schools-dashboard
https://www.dph.illinois.gov/countyschool?county=Lake
https://www.dph.illinois.gov/countyschool?county=Lake
https://www.grantbulldogs.org/Page/1425
https://www.grantbulldogs.org/
https://www.grantbulldogs.org/
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Superintendent letter continued... 

Our Blended Learning Plan 2.0 reflects the learning plan put forth in July, albeit modified in order to reduce the 

number of students in attendance at any given time.  Effective October 19, we will begin in-person learning, on an  

opt-in basis for Phase 1 of the Plan, with approximately ¼ of students present on any given day.  Students will be 

assigned to an in-person learning day in alphabetical groupings by last name, details of which can be found in the 

Plan.  All students from the same household will be scheduled for in-person learning on the same day.   

As mentioned above, returning to campus for Phase 1 is voluntary.   
 

As such, we are asking families read over Blended Learning Plan 2.0 and then complete this brief form to notify  

us if your student(s) would like to return to campus on their assigned day and if District transportation is required.  

This form is due by 3:00 P.M. on October 7th.  Families must opt-in to in-person instruction for Phase 1.  For families 

that do not complete the survey, students will continue with synchronous/remote learning at home. Important for 

everyone to know, while in this phase, teachers will continue to teach synchronously every period, with some 

students attending in the classroom and many students attending from their homes. 
 

It may become necessary to return to entirely remote learning if conditions require it. This Blended Remote Learning 

Plan has been developed to allow for a seamless transition between blended learning and fully remote learning,  

if needed.  Conditions which could require a shift back to fully remote learning include a state-wide mandate,  

high community positivity rates, a local outbreak combined with the directive of LCHD to close, personnel  

shortages, or other conditions that make in-person learning unsafe or impractical.    
 

We will be presenting decision making details and highlights of the Blended Learning Plan 2.0 on Monday, 

October 5th at 7:00 P.M. via Zoom.  The link to attend the meeting can be found here.  You are encouraged to  

attend and we will make every attempt to answer any questions you have that evening.   
 

We look forward to learning of your decision after you’ve had time to review the Blended Learning Plan 2.0 and 

attend the stakeholder meeting on October 5th.  This Plan has been developed with safety in mind, but will require  

a great deal of cooperation to implement effectively.  All procedures fully align with those recommended by ISBE 

and IDPH, but may not directly align with more stringent recommendations provided by the local health 

department.  We encourage families that feel comfortable with the Plan to return for Phase 1, acknowledging  

that students will need to cooperate with all safety measures in place to participate.   
 

While this endeavor will take a great deal of communication and cooperation, we are incredibly excited to welcome 

additional students back to campus on October 19th!  So that we can make final preparations to welcome students, 

Friday, October 16th will be a Blended Remote Learning Planning Day for faculty and staff, with no student 

attendance in-person or online.  This additional planning day will not require any changes to the District calendar.  

Districts are permitted up to 5 Remote and Blended Remote Learning Planning Days this school year only to plan  

for transitions among learning options.      

     

As always, if you have any questions feel free to contact me.              
 

Sincerely,  
 

Christine A. Sefcik, Ed.D.  

Superintendent  

 

A Spanish copy of this letter can be found on page 3-4.  

Pictures of our updated cleaning/safety procedures can be found on page 4. 

Se puede encontrar una copia en español de esta carta en la página 3-4.  

Se pueden encontrar imágenes de nuestros procedimientos de limpieza / seguridad actualizados en la página 4. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1maM2Hn8TSA_J-zyATvX20C7L3ZgDDOKFHZSaB3DFtOA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1maM2Hn8TSA_J-zyATvX20C7L3ZgDDOKFHZSaB3DFtOA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1maM2Hn8TSA_J-zyATvX20C7L3ZgDDOKFHZSaB3DFtOA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd1lmJHxbsA4MzmDsKYgirimgcCSraxHFwG6iLaARc_Ut3NBw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://zoom.us/j/92929127771?pwd=YjVSSWlCRjIwNHFmOGNDK3FKVUwxUT09
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1maM2Hn8TSA_J-zyATvX20C7L3ZgDDOKFHZSaB3DFtOA/edit?usp=sharing


 

 

Estimados miembros del personal y familias de Grant Community High School: 
 

Como lo prometimos, mediante la presente carta les brindamos una actualización formal sobre nuestros esfuerzos de 

planificación para el año escolar 2020-2021. Agradecemos la paciencia que nos han tenido mientras determinábamos 

cómo manejar una gran cantidad de procedimientos y protocolos que, honestamente, los que trabajamos en la 

educación no conocíamos antes de marzo del 2020. El hecho de que esos procedimientos y protocolos no hayan sido 

coherentes entre las organizaciones asesoras y hayan sufrido cambios frecuentes solo hizo que el reto de planificar 

fuera mucho más difícil.  
 

Sin embargo, dejando de lado esos detalles por un momento, me complace informar que estamos tomando medidas 

para aumentar la cantidad de estudiantes en el campus a partir del 19 de octubre de 2020. Como mencioné en la 

actualización de mediados de septiembre, hemos tenido éxito al recibir de nuevo a pequeños grupos de estudiantes 

en los programas de Transición, Oportunidades de aprendizaje, Apoyo de aprendizaje a distancia y Educación vial. 

Estamos muy entusiasmados de comenzar el proceso para que más estudiantes asistan a la escuela para las clases 

presenciales.  
 

A medida que planificamos una transición más sólida a las clases presenciales, hemos elaborado cuidadosamente un 

plan que se ajusta, en la mayor medida posible, a los protocolos de seguridad estipulados por el estado de Illinois, la 

Junta de Educación del Estado de Illinois (Illinois State Board of Education, ISBE), el Departamento de Salud Pública 

de Illinois (Illinois Department of Public Health, IDPH) y el Departamento de Salud del Condado de Lake (Lake 

County Health Department, LCHD). Este plan contempla los parámetros de salud, el personal y los recursos 

necesarios para maximizar la seguridad de los estudiantes y del personal de acuerdo con las pautas establecidas, 

incluidas la limpieza y la desinfección, el espacio físico, el transporte y mucho más.  
 

Los parámetros de salud que estamos utilizando comprenden los Parámetros para volver a la escuela (Return to School 

Metrics), elaborados y proporcionados en las últimas semanas por el Departamento de Salud del Condado de Lake, y 

los Parámetros para las escuelas por la COVID-19 (COVID-19 School Metrics), también elaborados y proporcionados 

recientemente por el Departamento de Salud Pública de Illinois. Usaremos estos parámetros en combinación con 

otros, actualizaremos los datos semanalmente y los pondremos a disposición en un tablero de parámetros sobre la 

COVID-19 en el sitio web del distrito. Si bien los parámetros son solo una de las consideraciones para volver a las 

clases presenciales, los parámetros, en este momento, indican que las condiciones son favorables para proceder con 

planes de aprendizaje combinados o híbridos.  
 

Nuestro Plan de aprendizaje combinado 2.0 (Blended Learning Plan 2.0) refleja el plan de aprendizaje presentado en 

julio, aunque con modificaciones para reducir la cantidad de estudiantes que asisten en un momento determinado. A 

partir del 19 de octubre, comenzaremos las clases presenciales; la asistencia en la fase 1 será voluntaria y asistirá 

aproximadamente ¼ de los estudiantes por día. Se dividirá a los estudiantes en grupos ordenados alfabéticamente 

por apellido y se les asignará un día de clases presenciales; pueden encontrar más información sobre esto en el plan. 

Los estudiantes que pertenezcan a la misma unidad familiar asistirán el mismo día a las clases presenciales. Como 

mencioné anteriormente, el regreso al campus para la fase 1 es voluntario.  
 

Por eso, les pedimos a las familias que lean el Plan de aprendizaje combinado 2.0 y que completen este formulario 

breve para notificarnos si a sus hijos les gustaría regresar al campus en el día asignado y si necesitan transporte del 

distrito. Este formulario debe entregarse antes de las 3:00 p. m. del 7 de octubre. Las familias deben elegir de forma 

voluntaria si desean participar en las clases presenciales durante la fase 1. En el caso de las familias que no completen 

la encuesta, los estudiantes continuarán con el aprendizaje sincrónico/a distancia en casa. Es importante que todos 

sepan que, en esta fase, los docentes seguirán enseñando de forma sincronizada en cada período; algunos estudiantes 

estarán presentes en el aula y muchos otros participarán en las clases desde casa.  

3 

Continúa en la página 4... 

https://covid19response-lakecountyil.hub.arcgis.com/pages/schools-dashboard
https://www.dph.illinois.gov/countyschool?county=Lake
https://www.grantbulldogs.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1maM2Hn8TSA_J-zyATvX20C7L3ZgDDOKFHZSaB3DFtOA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1maM2Hn8TSA_J-zyATvX20C7L3ZgDDOKFHZSaB3DFtOA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd1lmJHxbsA4MzmDsKYgirimgcCSraxHFwG6iLaARc_Ut3NBw/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Podría ser necesario volver al aprendizaje totalmente a distancia si las condiciones lo requieren. Este plan de 

aprendizaje a distancia combinado se elaboró para permitir una transición sin complicaciones, si fuera necesaria, 

entre el aprendizaje combinado y el aprendizaje totalmente a distancia. Las condiciones que podrían requerir un 

regreso al aprendizaje totalmente a distancia incluyen una orden estatal, altas tasas de casos positivos en la 

comunidad, un brote local combinado con la directiva del LCHD de cerrar, escasez de personal u otras  

condiciones que harían que las clases presenciales sean poco seguras o poco prácticas.   
 

Presentaremos los detalles sobre la toma de decisiones y lo más destacado del Plan de aprendizaje combinado  

2.0 el lunes, 5 de octubre a las 7:00 p. m. por Zoom. Pueden encontrar el enlace para asistir a la reunión aquí.  

Los invitamos a asistir y haremos todo lo posible para responder a cualquier pregunta que tengan esa noche.  
 

Estamos ansiosos por conocer su decisión después de que hayan tenido tiempo de leer el Plan de aprendizaje 

combinado 2.0 y de asistir a la reunión de las partes interesadas el 5 de octubre. Este plan se ha elaborado teniendo  

en cuenta la seguridad, pero requerirá una gran cooperación para que su implementación sea efectiva. Todos los 

procedimientos se ajustan a las recomendaciones de la Junta de Educación del Estado de Illinois y del Departamento 

de Salud Pública de Illinois, pero es posible que no se ajusten directamente a las recomendaciones más estrictas del 

departamento de salud local. Invitamos a las familias que se sientan cómodas con el plan a que regresen para la fase 

1; es necesario que tengan en cuenta que los estudiantes tendrán que cooperar con todas las medidas de seguridad 

para poder participar.  
 

Aunque este esfuerzo requerirá mucha comunicación y cooperación, estamos increíblemente entusiasmados por 

poder dar la bienvenida a más estudiantes al campus el 19 de octubre.   
         

Como siempre, no duden en contactarme ante cualquier consulta.        
 

Atentamente,    
 

Christine A. Sefcik, Ed.D.  

Superintendente  

Carta de la superintendente continuó... 

All surfaces within the building and on school buses will be cleaned with an electrostatic sprayer at the end of the day and after every bus ride. Classrooms, eating 
areas, and buses have been reconfigured to allow for proper social distancing procedures. 

All students, staff, and approved visitors will have their temperature taken before gaining access to the school building. Extra cleaning supplies have been added to 
each classroom for student and staff use when necessary. Directional signs and six foot indicators have been placed in every hallway throughout the building. 

https://zoom.us/j/92929127771?pwd=YjVSSWlCRjIwNHFmOGNDK3FKVUwxUT09
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1maM2Hn8TSA_J-zyATvX20C7L3ZgDDOKFHZSaB3DFtOA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1maM2Hn8TSA_J-zyATvX20C7L3ZgDDOKFHZSaB3DFtOA/edit?usp=sharing
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Student of the Month 

Priya Audipudy 
The Grant Community High School October Student of the Month is senior Priya 

Audipudy, daughter of Chaya Kadur and Murali Audipudy of Round Lake. 
 

Priya's academic achievements include induction into the National Honor Society 

during her sophomore year, she has qualified for Honor Roll each semester,  

has taken five AP classes, and Big Dawg Mentor. She holds an impressive  

4.71/4.00 GPA.   
 

Her extracurricular activities are varied and include Freshman & Junior Class 

President, Class Council, French Club, Math Team, Student Council Secretary, 

FCCLA, FBLA Secretary, Northern Area Vice President & Grant Chapter President, 

Choir serving as Assistant & Head Secretary, Girls’ Varsity Volleyball Manager, 

and SAALT (Student Athletics and Activities Leadership Team) Secretary. 
 

Named as French Bulldog of the Semester numerous times; FBLA Business  

Bulldog of the Week as well as placed 4th at State and qualified for Nationals; 

Congressman Brad Schneider’s STEM Scholars; World Affairs Seminar Delegate; and a Kode with Klossy Scholar. 
 

Priya has participated in Grant concessions, RLAPD Christmas events, math tutor, Blood Drive, Toy Drive, NHS 

Service opportunities: food drive, graduation, material pick-up, NJHS Leadership Initiative, St. Bede Soup Kitchen, 

and Big Hollow’s game night. 
 

In addition to all of her activities, Priya works as a Round Lake Area Park District Dance Teacher where she also 

studies dance. She enjoys coding, fitness, public speaking, and learning Kannada, her ancestral language. 
 

Her plans for the future include attending a four-year university to study engineering. She is evaluating  

her university options. 

Military Information 
Student Directory 

 

 As part of federal legislation, schools are required to release directory information for all students as 

requested by military recruiters. Student Directory Information includes the student’s name, address, 

and phone number. Parents have the right to request that this information not be disclosed without 

written consent. If a parent wishes not to disclose directory information about their student, direct a 

written or email request to jmartin@grantbulldogs.org by October 9, 2020. There is no reason for you to 

give a written or email request for your student if you already have done so.  The written or email 

request will remain on file for the remainder of the student’s high school career.  
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On Wednesday, October 14th, the Class of 2021 will be taking the State-required SAT with Essay exam. If a senior 

does not take the exam, they risk the possibility of not graduating and receiving a diploma. Prior to October, we sent 

out a transportation survey and asked every senior to complete the form in full. If a senior indicated that they need 

transportation that day, they will be notified of their pick up time. Students being transported will complete a health 

check prior to entering the bus.   
 

Seniors will be tested in two groups, which will be assigned randomly. The posting of the groups will be on the 

website beginning on Monday, October 5th, along with additional information. Students will look for their ID 

number to see what time they will be testing. 
 

• Group A students will begin testing at 8:15 am and end at approximately 1:10 pm. 

• Group B students will begin testing at 9:15 am and end at approximately 2:10 pm. 
 

Students who are providing their own transportation should arrive no more than 30 minutes before the beginning  

of their testing time but make sure they are here at least 10 minutes before their testing time.  Those students will 

enter through Door 9 (the auditorium entrance) and have their health check done there prior to proceeding to  

their testing room. 
 

Students are required to wear a mask at all times and must also bring some form of photo identification. Students 

will also need to provide their own calculators that are approved for use by the College Board; calculators may not 

be shared.  For a list of acceptable calculators, please check the College Board website: College Board Calculator 

Policy. A breakfast snack prior to the beginning of testing and a lunch snack for one of the scheduled breaks will be 

provided to all students free of charge. 

All shot records and physicals are due by October 15, 2020! Help your 

student’s education by providing the follow documentation to our  

nurse’s office before the deadline: 
 

• Seniors: Meningococcal vaccination 

• Freshmen: Physicals 
 

If you have any questions about what records are necessary for your 

student or to see what records you may be missing, please call our  

nurse’s office at (847) 973-3453 or (847) 973-3452.  

BE READY TO RETURN 

Physicals and Vaccinations Due October 15 

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/taking-the-test/calculator-policy
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/taking-the-test/calculator-policy
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Transitions Comes to Grant 

To ensure our community can make a full recovery  

from this crisis, we need to be able to count on  

long-term support from our federal government.  

The 2020 Census is the best tool we have to ensure  

our schools get their fair share. 
 

Data from the census will impact the federal funds  

that our community receives for the next decade for 

critical school programs and services including special 

education, Head Start, after-school programs, classroom 

technology, and free and reduced-price school lunches. 

An undercount could put these programs at risk. 

 

 
 

The 2020 Census is coming to a close on October 31, but with the pandemic hampering in-person outreach efforts, 

many households have yet to be counted. The chance to make our voices heard only comes around once every 10 

years. Help make sure our district is represented in the 2020 Census by responding today at 2020census.gov or by 

calling (844) 330-2020 (English) or (844) 468-2020 (Spanish). 

New to Grant this year is the Transition Program, which serves special education 

students aged 18-22 once they have completed their 4 years of high school. Students in 

this program work on daily living and independent living skills, as well as job skills. 

Currently 5 of our students are working in the community at Butera and Walgreens, 

earning valuable on-the-job training with their job coach. The first week of school, 

students were tasked with furnishing our classroom, which included purchasing supplies 

for our kitchen including plates, pots and pans, etc. Each week the students make a 

grocery list and budget, and on Friday’s cook lunch as a group. So far this year, they’ve 

made tacos, grilled cheese sandwiches, and Nutella &banana pancakes. This group meets 

for in-person instruction 5 days a week and is flourishing in their skills!  

Transition students set up the Transition Program room and learn how to shop for their home. 

A few Transitions students are working within  
the community and earning valuable  
on-the-job experience. 

Students create and enjoy their 
own lunch. 

YOUR COMMUNITY IS COUNTING ON YOU 
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It’s INCubatoredu’s inaugural year and even though the interactions may be virtual, students are fully engaged in 

this new entrepreneurship experience. Within this program, students have the opportunity to create and fully 

develop their own product or service. But they are not alone! Real entrepreneurs and business experts have been 

serving as volunteer coaches and mentors as they guide student teams through the Lean Startup process.  

 

When we asked one of our mentors, Mark Nelson, for his thoughts on the INCubatoredu program, he expressed  

that our “students had great ideas for their companies and were very engaged in the market topics I taught (unique 

value proposition and elevator pitch). I was impressed on how they were able to draw on the successes of companies 

they see in real life and try to apply them to their own INCubatoredu companies to expand their ideas. This class  

will provide them with real-world business experience that will be helpful in college or as they begin their careers.”  

With mentors bringing in real-world experience and expertise, INCubatoredu students have everything they need  

to be successful in the classroom and wherever life takes them. As the semester progresses and they build up their 

business plans, we look forward to sharing more updates with the Bulldog community. 

 

Until then, we can give you a glimpse into what classroom and business 

production looks like from a student’s view. Ashton Moore, Senior, stated 

“INCubator is a one of a kind class! It’s a class that keeps you engaged while 

being super fun. Think of going to “lab groups” like in a science class, you get 

together with your friends and get to have a good time working while also 

getting a laugh every class.” Ashton and his group are hopeful that they can 

take their classroom solution into the real world by the end of the semester  

and we are excited to see what they ideas they have been coming up with.  

 

If you are looking for a class that will challenge your creativity and business 

decision skills, then this is the class for you! Talk to your counselor or  

Mr. Schaap (jschaap@grantbulldogs.org) for more information about 

INCubatoredu and sign up for second semester!  

 
 

Create Your Own Pathway to Success 

T 

S 

I 

This is the second year we are running the Technology Support Internship (TSI) 

and although these students are not running around the halls to pick up and 

deliver Chromebooks, they are staying busy at home! All TSI students have been 

given a Chromebook to work on and a repair kit so they can keep their skills 

sharp. Outside of practice repairs, first year TSI students are working on 

Microsoft Word and Excel certifications and returning TSI students are finishing 

up their Acer certifications! As of now, 32 of our 35 TSI students are Acer 

certified!  Example Acer certification for TSI students. 

Anderson, Joshua 

Ayala, Nicholi 

Cornell, Cody 

Danesi, Austin 

Diehl, Dayton 

Gomez, Xzaira 

Gonzalez, Adryan 

Gonzalez, Sofia 

Helms, Madeline 

Le, Ryan 

Lenhart, Kallen 

Lis, David 

Lozos, Christopher 

Ludwig, Thomas II 

March, William 

Melchert, Kiara 

Mitchell, Kaleb 

Munwam, Daniel 

Negovetich, Alex 

OMara, Seann 

Ortiz, Samuel 

Ortiz Guadarrama, 

Gabriel 

Patterson, Xavier 

Pence, Cristina 

Politick, Brenden 

Rodriguez, Enrique 

Ruoss, Lillian 

Rybicki, Kenneth 

Sutschek, Alex 

Taylor, Joseph 

Young, James 

Wilburn, Mitchell 

Acer Certified Students 

mailto:jschaap@grantbulldogs.org


 

 9 

M 
O 
B 
I 
L 
E 
 

A 
P 
P 

Not only have Apple iOS apps become a natural and essential part of our daily lives, but software 

development careers are some of the most highly paid in a fast-growing job market. Over the course of 

the semester, students are learning professional software design using the Swift programming language. 

Beginning with the fundamentals, students are guided through the development of a variety of apps of 

growing complexity, culminating in the development of a custom app of their own design.  

 

Although apps are not fully designed yet, we would like to 

share what the beginning stages of development look like.  

As shown to the right, you can see two different apps that  

our students are currently working on. The yellow image  

is a student project of the app layout—not a complete app 

yet. The second image is an app that all students create  

which changes pictures and transparency of the pictures  

on the screen. 
 

If you are interested in creating your own app and learning 

the skills that come along with software development, contact 

your counselor or reach out to Mrs. Highley 

(thighley@grantbulldogs.org) for more information. 
 

We can’t wait to see what apps these students come up with 

once the semester ends! 

The Grant Community High School Chapter of NAHS aims to spread the visual arts 

throughout Fox Lake and neighboring communities by planning creative events and  

building a strong society of students. Our NAHS chapter consists of over 40 passionate 

members, who each take part in a specific committee to make sure their individual voices  

and ideas are heard. These committees include: service and get on the bus, awards and 

ceremony, and scholarship and career in the arts. Every member is given the opportunity to 

share their proposals and form new connections with fellow artists within these groups, and 

are able to mold the overall structure of the society to fit their own vision. Members also 

stay engaged by participating in the various functions that are planned throughout the 

school year. From face painting at football games to collaborating with middle school fine 

arts programs, our members obtain new skills through interacting with a welcoming and 

inspired environment. Every student joins with their own unique goal; whether to meet 

new people, explore their interest in art, or to experience what working with a professional 

society is like, each member is presented with the chance to expand their current knowledge 

of the artistic world and help spread their imagination into the communities around them.  

Interested in joining? Reach out to an NAHS Officer  

or Mr. Austin (jaustin@grantbulldogs.org)! 
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This year we are promoting a new 
project—Proud to Be a Bulldog.  

This project focuses on our current  
& graduated students and staff 

members. We are always so  
incredibly proud of our Bulldogs  
and now you can hear why they  

are proud to be Bulldogs. 

In June of this year, Gov. Pritzker signed Public Act 101-0642 into law, 

designating November 3, 2020 as Election Day, a state holiday. As a result 

of this, GCHS will be closed on this day. Additionally, it creates an 

opportunity for students, or anyone at least 16 years of age, and meeting 

the other qualifications to serve as an Election Judge on that day. 
 

Student Election Judges 

For November 2020 only, students must be 16 years old by November 3rd 

to work as election judges if currently enrolled in school, provide written 

permission from a parent or guardian and complete Basic Training. 
 

What are the duties of an Election Judge? 

Election judges are responsible for the proper and lawful conduct of the 

election and ensure that every person qualified to vote is permitted to vote, and that every person permitted to vote 

is qualified to vote. Election judges arrive at their assigned Election Day voting site no later than 5:15 AM and remain 

until all closing tasks are completed after the polls close at 7 PM. There are no partial or half-day work options. 
 

For additional information on how to serve as an Election Judge in Lake County, visit the Office of the County  

Clerk's website.  

If you are looking for extra help 
outside of your English or Math 

class, jump on a Zoom call for these 
resource labs! These labs are 

available throughout the day so pop 
in whenever you need to! 

 
English Lab: https://bit.ly/2FNcRET 

Math Lab: https://bit.ly/367ZxFF  

https://www.lakecountyil.gov/326/Election-Judges
https://www.lakecountyil.gov/326/Election-Judges
https://t.co/RScEdLDJvC?amp=1
https://t.co/v4XBazUroj?amp=1
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All winter sports are under the guidance of Governor Pritzker and the Illinois Department of Public Health 

and they will determine if these sports are safe to play during the winter season. 

 

All student athletes must register online, have a current physical on 

file to participate and passed five academic classes last semester. 

Winter sports registration will open on Monday, October 26. 

The Athletic Department has already brought back student-athletes to campus in fifteen different sports when the 

IHSA approved Fall Contact Days from September 7—October 31. We have roughly 470 student athletes 

participating in Fall Contact Days three times a  week along with the following fall sports: Boys & Girls Golf, Boys  

& Girls Cross Country, and Girls Tennis. With the success we have seen so far, we can’t wait to see what the winter 

sports teams accomplish this year! 

Athletic Department Updates 
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Supporters of the Grant Wrestling Program, 

 

It has been several months since our last newsletter was published. With the ongoing Covid 19 pandemic, there have 

not been many updates within the Grant Wrestling Program. At this time we hope that you, your families, and those 

within your community are remaining safe and healthy. 
 

We were extremely fortunate to complete the state tournament in Winter of 2020. This past winter, Ethan Geist 

earned a 5th place medal at 182 pounds at the IHSA State wrestling tournament. With his placing, Ethan Geist 

became the 49th All State Wrestler in the Grant Wrestling program’s rich history. Ethan will be continuing his career 

at North Central College this season and we wish him the best of luck. 
 

This season, we are excited for the return of several starters who achieved success last season. Both Justin 

Warmowski and Nolan Flores were state alternates last season. Both have been working hard and are ready to take 

the next step. In addition, returning starters include 2x Sectional qualifier Sean Rogan, NLCC All Conference Brett 

Riggs, and NLCC All Conference Christopher Lozos. Other returning starters include Senior Patrick Werve and 

Fresh/Soph state qualifier Alex Gomez. The team this year returns a lot of experience and should shape up to be a fun 

group to watch.  
 

We added a new addition to our Varsity coaching staff this season in Mark Jolcover. Coach Jolcover comes to us from 

Stevenson High School where he was a state qualifier. He then matriculated to the University of Northern Iowa 

where he competed all 4 years. Mark cut his teeth in coaching at the nationally ranked Detroit Central Catholic 

program before coaching the past few seasons at Stevenson. Coach Jolvocer brings a passion for the sport and 

enthusiasm that is unmatched and we are very excited to have him as a part of the Bulldog Wrestling Family.  
 

I would be remiss not to mention the recent news regarding the Grant High School Hall of Fame. Our very own 

living legend coach, Fred Loffredo, will be inducted into the Grant Hall of Fame. This is one of many Hall of Fame 

inductions Coach Loffredo has earned in his illustrious career as a leader of young men and women. Coach Loffredo 

is a true legend within our program and community. Many of us have had the honor and privilege of receiving his 

guidance and tutelage. I can say unequivocally, that the entire Grant Community respects and admires Coach 

Loffredo. Due to the ongoing pandemic, the Hall of Fame Ceremony will take place in the 2021/2022 school year. We 

look forward to many alumni returning to honor this great man. Please check the Grant athletic website for all 

updates regarding the 2020/2021 season. Go Bulldogs! 

 

Lenny Grodoski  

Head Coach  

847-571-0299  

Twitter: @Lennyg133  
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The National Federation of State High School Associations created National High School Activities Week in 1980 to 

increase the public’s awareness of the values and needs of interscholastic activity programs. However, there was a 

need to celebrate the contributions and benefits young people experience by participation in sports and performing 

arts for an entire month. Hence, Activities Week has transformed into Activities Month. During this special time, the 

nation’s high schools are encouraged to promote the values inherent in high school athletics and other activities such 

as speech, music, theatre and band.  
 

During the month of October, the high school community promotes the value of high school athletics and activities 

such as speech, music, theatre and band. This special time is referred to as National High School Activities Month, 

which was created to increase the public’s awareness of the values and needs of interscholastic activity programs. 

Keep an eye out for more Grant-focused activities and help us celebrate these activities and those students 

participating. 

With one out of every six people who enter a hospital needing 
a blood transfusion, blood donations are a necessary part of 
healthcare services.  In an effort to help, GCHS is working 
with Vitalant through October 29, 2020 for this year’s blood 
drive. Since we cannot host an in-person blood drive at this 
time, all donations will be made at the Crystal Lake or  
Gurnee Donor Center. All GCHS students who provide  
the group code (GT01) will receive a coupon for a FREE  
large one-topping pizza from Papa John’s! Donate today! 
 
Donors must schedule an appointment in advance by visiting 
vitalant.org or calling (877) 285-4825. Donors can include 
students, faculty, family, and friends! If you are able to 
donate, please do. All blood donations are now tested for 
antibodies and if you are positive, you could 
help patients with a convalescent plasma 
donation in the future! 
 
All students under the age of 16 will need  
to have a signed parent consent form prior  
to donating. This form can be located on the 
Grant website. 

Blood Drive 
October 1 – October 29 

Pesticide Application Dates 

Below are the tentative pesticide application  

dates for 2020 (weather permitting): 

April 2, May 23, June 29, September 5, 

September 29, October 16, and October 17 

 

Below are the tentative pesticide application  

dates for 2021 (weather permitting): 

April 2, May 20, and June 30 
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PBIS 
Welcome to October and the fall weather! Since our last update, we have sent out Keep It RED stickers to all of our 

students and recognized 12 awesome Bulldogs!   
 

Whether they are in the building or at home, our Bulldogs know how to Keep It RED! In years past, we have 

rewarded students on a daily and weekly basis with Bulldog Bucks for their positive behavior. Since we could not 

hand out virtual bucks, we transitioned to a weekly Bulldog Pride Award!  
 

With the help of staff nominations, we are able to recognize four students a week with the Bulldog Pride Award. 

Whether it’s putting in extra effort in classes, helping a classmate with an issue, or staying involved in extra-

curriculars, these Bulldogs are exemplifying what it means to Keep It RED!  
 

Our September Bulldog Pride winners are: Diana Ngo, Emily Hawkins, Lily Jensen, Tony Asciutto, Jackson Green, 

Jacobe Smith, Hunter Garcia, James Young, Jacey Cook, Addison Fugelseth, Taylor Fruehling, and Landon Klecka! 
 

Congratulations Bulldogs, and thanks for Keeping It RED! 
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Counselor’s Corner 

Please contact your student’s guidance counselor for any questions at 847-587-2561. 

Follow the Counseling Department on Twitter for updates about scholarships,  

college visits, and much more @GrantCounselors 

Senior Meetings: Counselors will be reaching out to seniors to set up appointments to discuss post high school 

plans.  Zoom, phone and in-office meetings can be arranged. Check with your counselor for details.  

 

Career Center News 

Mrs. Oddo is taking appointments for career counseling. Email her at dodo@grantbulldogs.org to set up a chat. 
 

Join the Career Center Schoology course for Zoom links: 9JGG-VTQZ-SJFJ3 

• October 7: US Army @ 11:00 am 
• October 7: Firefighter @ 2:00 pm 
• October 21: Cosmetology @ 11:00 am 
• October 21: US Air Force @ 1:00 pm 
• October 28: Speech Language Pathologist @ 11:00 am 

 

The career speaker opportunities listed below are hosted outside of Grant: 

• Oct 8th: Engineering Night at CLC. Starts at 6:30-9pm via Zoom.  Learn more and register at https://

www.clcillinois.edu/stem  

• Oct 10th: Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day @1-3pm. To learn more and register: https://docs.google.com/

forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdnHQG3FcBjBwxO0Ch2Lm_XBF7WnaJeDPV-Qla5A-xoHE1P9A/viewform 

Testing 
Seniors will take the SAT as part of the State assessment on October 14.  

PSAT/NMSQT, on optional test for Juniors, will take place on October 29. 
 

• SAT - www.collegeboard.org 

• ACT- www.actstudent.org 

• Khan Academy/SAT test Prep-  https://www.khanacademy.org/ 

 

Financial Aid Information 
If you missed the College Presentation or Financial Aid one please find the video and resources here.  

Reminders 

9/15-10/22—IACAC Virtual College Fairs—Click here to register  

10/14—Seniors State Assessment SAT at Grant 
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https://www.clcillinois.edu/stem
https://www.clcillinois.edu/stem
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdnHQG3FcBjBwxO0Ch2Lm_XBF7WnaJeDPV-Qla5A-xoHE1P9A/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdnHQG3FcBjBwxO0Ch2Lm_XBF7WnaJeDPV-Qla5A-xoHE1P9A/viewform
http://www.collegeboard.org
http://www.actstudent.org
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.grantbulldogs.org/Page/442
https://www.iacac.org/virtual-college-exploration/students/
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Calendar 

October 

Oct. 7 
Oct. 12 

Oct. 13 

Oct. 14 

Oct. 14 

Oct. 21 

School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 am Flex Time Start 

Columbus Day, legal school holiday 

Progress Reports 

School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 am Flex Time Start 

SAT Testing 

School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 am Flex Time Start 

November 

Election Day, No School 

School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 am Flex Time Start 

School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 am Flex Time Start 

Progress Reports 

School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 am Flex Time Start 

Thanksgiving Recess, No School 

December 

School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 am Flex Time Start 

School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 am Flex Time Start 

Semester Exams 

Nov. 3  

Nov. 4  

Nov. 11  Nov. 

12  Nov. 18  

Nov. 25-27 

Dec. 2  

Dec. 9  

Dec. 18-20 

Dec. 21 - Jan. 1 Winter Break 


